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-Six-Goal 


BY 
Dulwich Hamlet 3, 


YCOMBE Wanderers 
have ~.been accused of 


W 


many failings—lack of finesse, | 


wholehearted: endeavour, 
power and speed—but one 


thing -their fans cannot com-! 


plain about is the number ‘of 
goals scored, ` iad 
In, 21 ‘Wycombe games. this 
season 93 goals have been scored 
—49 by Wycombe and 44 by op- 
ponents—an average of ‘more 
‘than four goals a game. 


At Champion Hill on Saturday 
Wycombe featured-in a_six-goal 
thriller, ‘their first Isthmian 
League draw since September 7, 
after an- interesting and surpris- 
ingly well-fought game. It«-was 
surprising because: on paper and 

| judging from both: teams’ recent 


form. there ‘should have been] 


little to .enthuse over. Instead, 
-| spectators were treated to an all 
too rare exhibition of clean, open 
football which swung from end 
to end, It was not that the stan 


higher chan’ in recent weeks bu 

that -the teams were fairly’ evenly 

-matched,-: Both forward | net 
“proved they could -be dangerou 
against: some: often - flinisey ,de- 
Tensive. 
galore’ for the ‘fans. | °v. 
|:- Wycombe -were perhaps. ua- 
licky ~ not. to.. win, for they 
{ fought back -well after-being two 
| Boals “dows. within 13 ~minites, 
and“most-of the second half hoa- 
burs ~fell ‘to them. Neither” side 
could grumble at the result, 


- =. “DULWICH LEAD 


‘dard: of football” was - sb 










the . wonderfully green pitch 


watery sun made for ideal con- 
ditions, but for the first 20 ‘min 
ütes* or-so the Wanderers: haä 
‘other *things on their minds. 


wire centre-forward Steve Dun- 
woody let a centre slide off his 
head with an open’ goal at his 
mercy. , But- four minutes iater 


to a: long-pass from the ever- 
green Reg- Merritt and smacked 


derers defènce remained. motión- 
less, Inspired by this early suc- 
cess, Dulwich kept up the pres- 
sure’ and . Dunwoody was. -um 
lucky when ‘his shot beat Patrick 
but bounced off the inside of the 


away.: ” 


play. It “provided thrills 


| The imposing Dulwich ground; 


softened .by-earlier rain,.and the| tacked. Right-back Hammond hit. 


Ia. the very first’ minute live-. 


right-wingér Holland latched on- 


it.into the net -while the Wan-| 


post, along. the goal-line andi. 
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But the centre-forward was 
not éo be denied and in. the 

: 43th -~ minute he brilliantly. 

‘chipped a shot over the lung- 
--ing hands*of Patrick and the 
- despairing - head of Alistair 

Lewis. 7) a 

After these early shocks Wy- 
combe settled down in attack and 
after 26 minutes, Paul Hodges in- 
itiated a move: which ended with 
the-left-winger heading in a-cross 
from; Worley. Ten minutes later 
Hodges again made the opening 
and ‘Dave Bassett headed: in his f 
centre to equalise, ` 
Of. the two: defences, Wy- 
combe’s looked the shakiest and 
before halftime Dulwich ‘should 
hayé scored at least two. more, 
goals, thiéugh Joyce and Algar. i 

ATTACKING ROLE | 

But after the’ interval it was a | 
different-story. Peter Sewell took 
control over winger Terry Vail, 
and Lewis and Pete Roystone 
started “to provide some- Cover, 
for each other and the previously. 
exposed Phil. Patrick, _ Charlie. 
Gale, although not back to „his. 
best, showed improved form, ‘and 
Georgé Pullin, deputising for-the 
injured Dave Thomas, seemed:to’ 
revel in. the more attacking-role. 














hé” was- allowed. = 0. 

It was not until both sides es- 
caped ‘own goals’ from danger- 
ous back passes from the centre- 
thalves ‘that Wycombe took 
‘charge. Les Merrick, -whose long 
‘legs and gangling runs brough| 


‘visions of great things to come, 


sent. the now much-respected ! 
, Tony Horseman away—but Dar- | 
j vill pushed out his shot, - +- j 

“Then suddenly Dulwich at- ' 
a -huge. cross. into the goalmouth : 
jand Dunwoody out,jumped ‘both 
| Patrick and Roystone to’ head 
jinto an empty net, oS 


But instead of this being the 
start of a Wanderers slump it 
_ was the signal for some all-out 
attacking play and 11 minutes 
from time Merrick slipped 
‘effortlessly. past three defen- 
ders and lobbed a perfect pass | 
for Horseman to equalise. 


In the final minutes: Wycombe 
attacked almost incessantly, us- 
ing the two wingers, Worley and 
Hodges, at every opportunity. It 
seemed as if the winner -must 
come, but the nearest was -when 
Merrick headed a coroer against 
an upright. — 

Dulwich Hamlet—D. Da I, 
Hammond, R. Merritt; J. - Day, D. 
Joyce, .G. Nash; T. Hollands, B. 
Smith, S. Dunwoody,* A. -Algar, T 
Wycombe—P. Patrick 
- Lewis} G. Pullin, P. 
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